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ABSTRACT 
 
In response to the decline of coral reefs globally, there has been an increase in diverse and 
innovative conservation efforts. The State of Hawaii suffered dramatic coral losses during the 
2014, 2015, and 2019 coral bleaching events and coral reef restoration has emerged as a 
strategy critical to ensuring the survival of these imperiled ecosystems. The Department of Land 
and Natural Resources - Division of Aquatic Resources (DLNR-DAR) is working with 
communities, researchers, managers, and non-governmental organizations to develop a 
decision-making framework for coral reef restoration activities in the state. The collaborative 
development of the framework evaluates coral restoration methods, location evaluation, and 
prioritization, all of which support the State’s first wetland program plan. At the end of this 
endeavor, the state will be better positioned to fulfil its regulatory role for permitting coral 
restoration projects both fostering advancement and innovation while ensuring protection of 
these invaluable aquatic ecosystems.  
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