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13,500 acres of Wetlands

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
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• Upper Pearl River 

Watershed

• 66 HUC 12s

• 1.5 million acres 

NWI Update Area
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Wetlands Program Plan Activities

➢NWI Update HUC 8 (66 HUC12 Sub-basins)

➢LLWW

➢Functional Assessment

➢Web Map Viewer

➢TEK Collection and Rapid Assessment Method 

Development

➢Biodiversity Inventory at Nanih Waiya Mound
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Project Overview

➢ Fish and Wildlife Service

➢ NWI Update Cost Share

➢ Ducks Unlimited

➢ NWI for HUC 8

➢ LLWW on MBCI lands

➢ Map Viewer

➢ RAM development and software 

➢ MBCI

➢ Ancillary data (drone imagery)

➢ Functional assessment table development

➢ Field verification
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NWI Update Improves Accuracy

1981

2021

2021
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LLWW

Developed by the FWS to provide HGM descriptors compatible with NWI

• Landscape position,

• Landform, 

• Water Flow Path, 

• Waterbody Type
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Functional Assessment

➢ Flood Water Storage

➢ Streamflow Maintenance

➢ Nutrient Transformation

➢ Sediment and Particulate 

Retention

➢ Shoreline Stabilization

➢ Fish Habitat

➢ Waterfowl and Bird Habitat

➢ Shorebird Habitat

➢ Amphibian Habitat

➢ Ground Water Influence
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Web Tool: Attributes and Custom Filters
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Traditional Ecological Knowledge for Rapid Assessment Method

• Collect TEK

• Create RAM with Tribal Priorities weighted more heavily

• DU to develop field data collection app

MBCI wetlands conservation efforts enhance, protect tribal wetlands,

and strengthen cultural ties between generations.  
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Biodiversity Inventor Location 
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Jess Lewis

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians

Jessica.lewis@Choctaw.org

601-663-7844

mailto:Jessica.lewis@Choctaw.org

