The Ramsar Scientific and Technical Review Panel

\dll1ddl

Royal C. Gardner
Chair, Ramsar Scientific and Technical Review Panel
Professor of Law, Stetson University, Florida, USA

COP12 in Punta del Este,
Uhruguay

2 Dcinber J0rd

The 'R mestng of s Conferente of e

vy Pl 0P will e piecs




OVERVIEW

e STRP mission and composition
 STRP products, outputs, and advisory role

 Proposed restructuring of STRP

COP12 in Punta del Este
Uruguay

2 Ocinber 7014
Wetlands for our Future
The 150 mestng of e Conferente of
\|f 1 Coractrg Palis (S0P will loks piss
.l l Puiiis gl Bale, Uuguis, Bom e 5 june 3018
' &
Or QoUr Tuture



- - -

Ramsal

Core group of 18 Members (plus Chair) appointed for
expertise “in their own right”

Appointed by STRP Oversight Committee and endorsed by the
Standing Committee

Responsible for providing scientific and technical advice and
guidance at the request of Parties

Also ‘horizon-scanning’ to pro-actively advise on new and
emerging issues

Supported by: invited experts, Observer Organisations, STRP
National Focal Points
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Administrative Authority (AA) is the main
government agency responsible for the
b application of the Convention
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STRP national focal point provides liaison
between the STRP members and national
experts
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STRP meetings

RAmsar

e STRP17: 45 participants, including appointed
STRP members, invited experts, observer




STRP outputs and products

e New STRP Web Portal
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STRP outputs and products

Type of STRP output/product

ISSUED FOR COP
Draft Resolutions (DRs) to COP
-on scientific and technical issues

Guidelines on aspects of Convention implementation
-annexed to COP DRs

COP Information Papers
-supporting scientific and technical DRs

SSUED WHEN FINALISED

Ramsar Technical Reports (RTRs)
-more detailed reviews and methodologies as a contribution to
scientific literature and broader wetland conservation objectives

Scientific & Technical Briefing Notes (BNs)
-issue papers, often preceding preparation of guidance for COP

STRP Review Request note (to Parties)

-briefing on the approach to an STRP-requested task intended to
invite feedback from others (e.g., AAs, STRP NFPs, wetland
managers) on approach, focus and content

Other types of outputs

-flexible (e.g., web portal for alerting on issues, news stories, etc.;
STRP Newsletter; databases and online tools; fact sheets;
training/capacity building tools for Parties)

SC review
Secretariat review
STRP review

SC review
Secretariat review
STRP review

SC review
Secretariat review
STRP review

STRP review
External peer
review

Secretariat review
STRP review
External peer
review as
appropriate
Secretariat review
STRP review

Secretariat review
STRP review
Other review (as
required)




STRP outputs and products

3 Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)
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RA MSAR Bucharest, Romani, 6-13 July 2012

Resolution XI1.9

An Integrated Framework and guidelines for avoiding, mitigating
and compensating for wetland losses

1. RECALLIMG that the objective of Contracting Partes, &5 set our in the preamble of the
Convention sexr, is 1o “stem the progressive encroschment on and loss of weslands now
and in the furure”; thar Article 3.1 of the Conventon urpes Contrecring Parties o
“formalare and implemens their planning so 25 w0 promote the conservation of werlnds
included in the Lis, snd &5 far as possible the wise use of wetlands in cheir terricory™; and
thar Amicle 3.2 and subsequent Resalutions of the Conference of the Parties express the
Parties” responsibility to detecy, report, and respond 1o adverse human-induced chanpes in
the ecological charscter of werlinds included in the List of Wetlnds of Internaticnal
Importance (Ramsar Sizes);

Z MOTIMNG chat the term “wesland koss™ is taken o cover bodh koss of werland sres and/or
the lnss or degradstion of the ecological characrer of 2 werland, regardless of whether or
not these is any change to its overall sres;

k! ALSO RECALLING thar the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) repored thas
wetlinds were being lost and degraded in many pams of the world and ar razes faszer than
other ecosystems, and that such wetland losses and depradarion jecpardise the fusare
provision of their ecosystem services 1o peopls;

4, CONCERNED thar the moea] area snd condition of narural werlands in many counries,
and the species they suppor, are sill declining;

& MOYTIMNG that these wetland losses are occurring despite the provisions of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlends and the existence of wetland procection laws and pracices in
many countries thas reqaire that sdverse wetland impects be svoided, and whene chis is not
possible, mitigared or compensared by offsers such & wetland restoration;

. REITERATIMNG thar, as agresd in Resohwion VILEE on Comgensation far fons wetiaed Sabitatr
and ather fnctica, effective wetland protection begins with avoidance of adverse wetland

impaces;

7. AWARE thas the 10" Mesting of the Conference of the Conracting Paries (COP10)
inscructed the Scientific and Technical Review Panel (S3TRF) to “develop puidance on

State of the World’s Wetlands and
their Services to People:
A compilation of recent analyses

Wetlands continue to decline globally, both in ares and in ol

quality. As a result, the ecosystem services that wetlands
provide to society are diminished. Contracting Parties
and their policymakers are urged to take immediate
action to meet the Ramsar Convention's objective to stop
and reverse the loss and degradation of wetlands and

services to people.
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Key messages

» The global extent of wetlands is noew estinated to have: doclined
between b4-71% in the 2oth century, and wetland losses and
degradation continue worldwide.

» Because of wetland losses and degradation, people are deprived of
the ecosystemn services that wetlands provide. Adverse changes
to wetlards, induding coral reefs, are estimated to resalt in more
than 320 trillion in losses of ecasystem services annzally,

« Desplte some posithae news aboat Ramaar Sites, even these ane
urder threst. For example, although populations of wetland species
appear o be increasing in Ramsar Sites averall, popelations of
wetland species in Ramsar Sites in the tropics are decreasing.

» While there are ongoing initiatives that will provide a more precse
plcture of the extent of the world's wetlands, it is clear that there isa
negative trend and wetlands ane still belng lost or degraded, resulting
I megative impacts on bisdiversity and other ecosystem services.

» Policymakers have sufficient scientific nformation to understand
the urgent need o take appropriate actions to conserve wetlands and
their services to people.
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Examples of STRP’s advisory role i

Montreux Record Removal: Bafados del Este, Uruguay

e Draft Resolutions

e Ramsar Strategic Plan

e CMS/FAO Scientific Task Force on Avian Influenza and Wild Birds

e Sultanate of Oman: advice on establishing a national wetland committee

 Bangladesh: advice on oil spill in the Sundarbans

: p A M The Ramsar Strateic Plan 20002015
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STRP Webinar Series

Towards the sustainable planning and
management of urban wetlands
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Robert Mcinnes
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-’ i MA R MINISTERIO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE
R ¥ RECURSOS MATURALES

PLAN NACIONAL PARA EL MEJORAMIENTO
DE LOS HUMEDALES EN EL SALVADOR

RAMEAR STRP WEDINAR, 15* Febroory 2014

Wetlands, Agriculture
and
Sustainable Livelihoods in Africa

Prof Adrian Wood & Dr Alan Dixon (Wetland Action)
and
Dr Matthew McCartney (TWMI)

WetlandAction = "

Vision for the Secretariat

of the Convention

on Wetlands




Resolution X1.16 called for “a review of the delivery, uptake
and implementation of scientific and technical advice and
guidance to the Convention”

Draft Resolution XII.5 proposes a new framework for delivery
of scientific and technical advice

Significant proposed changes include STRP appointment
process, provision of advice to “other wetland users,” and
provision of “nationally specific” advice

Opportunities to contribute to the work of the STRP ...



Thank you for your attention! [
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