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OVERVIEW 

• STRP mission and composition 
 

• STRP products, outputs, and advisory role 
 

• Proposed restructuring of STRP 
 

 
 



 SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL REVIEW PANEL 
Mission and Composition 

• Core group of 18 Members (plus Chair) appointed for 
expertise “in their own right” 

• Appointed by STRP Oversight Committee and endorsed by the 
Standing Committee 

• Responsible for providing scientific and technical advice and 
guidance at the request of Parties 

• Also ‘horizon-scanning’ to pro-actively advise on new and 
emerging issues 

• Supported by: invited experts, Observer Organisations, STRP 
National Focal Points 
 



STRP 2013-2015 

13 
Appointed 
members + 
the Chair 

5 International 
Organisation 
Partner 
representatives 

Roy Gardner Christine 
Prietto 

Cui Lijuan Guéladio 
Cissé 

Hiromi 
Yamashita 

Lars Dinesen Matthew 
McCartney 

Reda Fishar Randy 
Thaman 

Ritesh Kumar Stanley 
Liphadzi 

Pierre 
Horwitz 

Matt 
Walpole Randy Milton 

Dave  Pritchard  Mike Acreman Max Finlayson David Stroud 

5  Appointed 
invited experts 

WWF: Eugenio 
Barrios 

IUCN: Stefano 
Barchiese 

IWMI: Sonali 
Senaratna 

WI: Stephan 
Flink 

BirdLife : Vicky 
Jones 

Amiro Perez-Leroux 



STRP is an advisory body 
Administrative Authority (AA) is the main 
government agency responsible for the 
application of the Convention 
 
STRP national focal point provides liaison 
between the STRP members and national 
experts  
 
CEPA (Communication, Education, Participation 
and Awareness) Government and NGO focal 
points provide leadership to spread the 
Convention’s approaches to wetlands 
management 
 
National Ramsar Committee provides a 
mechanism to spread the Convention’s tools 
beyond individuals and develops national 
policies. 

DECISION MAKING BODIES 

ADVISORY 
BODY 



STRP meetings 

• STRP17: 45 participants, including appointed 
STRP members, invited experts, observer 
organisation representatives, and STRP NFPs. 



STRP outputs and products 
• New STRP Web Portal 



STRP outputs and products 
Type of STRP output/product Review mechanism 
ISSUED FOR COP   
Draft Resolutions (DRs) to COP  
-on scientific and technical issues 

SC review 
Secretariat review 
STRP review 

Guidelines on aspects of Convention implementation  
-annexed to COP DRs 

SC review 
Secretariat review 
STRP review 

COP Information Papers  
-supporting scientific and technical DRs 

SC review 
Secretariat review 
STRP review 

ISSUED WHEN FINALISED   
Ramsar Technical Reports (RTRs) 
-more detailed reviews and methodologies as a contribution to 
scientific literature and broader wetland conservation objectives 

STRP review 
External peer 
review 

Scientific & Technical Briefing Notes (BNs) 
-issue papers, often preceding preparation of guidance for COP 

Secretariat review 
STRP review 
External peer 
review as 
appropriate 

STRP Review Request note (to Parties) 
-briefing on the approach to an STRP-requested task intended to 
invite feedback from others (e.g., AAs, STRP NFPs, wetland 
managers) on approach, focus and content 

Secretariat review  
STRP review 

Other types of outputs  
-flexible (e.g., web portal for alerting on issues, news stories, etc.; 
STRP Newsletter; databases and online tools; fact sheets; 
training/capacity building tools for Parties) 

Secretariat review 
STRP review 
Other review (as 
required) 

 

 



STRP outputs and products 



Examples of STRP’s advisory role 
• Montreux Record Removal:  Bañados del Este, Uruguay 

 
• Draft Resolutions 

 
• Ramsar Strategic Plan 

 
• CMS/FAO Scientific Task Force on Avian Influenza and Wild Birds  

 
• Sultanate of Oman: advice on establishing a national wetland committee 

 
• Bangladesh: advice on oil spill in the Sundarbans 



 
 

STRP Webinar Series 



  Moving forward: XI.16 science review 

• Resolution XI.16 called for “a review of the delivery, uptake 
and implementation of scientific and technical advice and 
guidance to the Convention”  
 

• Draft Resolution XII.5 proposes a new framework for delivery 
of scientific and technical advice 
 

• Significant proposed changes include STRP appointment 
process, provision of advice to “other wetland users,” and 
provision of “nationally specific” advice 
 

• Opportunities to contribute to the work of the STRP … 



Thank you for your attention! 
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